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Letter from the Executive Director  

 

Dear Friends, 

Now in our sixth year, we at the Interfaith Center remain firm in our commitment to advance religious 
pluralism and interreligious cooperation in our great city.  It has been inspiring for me, our staff and 
Board of Directors to see this work truly take hold across the Greater Philadelphia region, affecting 
people of all ages, races, and backgrounds.   

Since our inception we have 
served nearly 10,000 individuals, 
partnered with more than 150 
local religious congregations and 
over two dozen community 
organizations. To date, we remain 
one of the few organizations of 
our kind across the country, 
receiving attention from leaders 
in the interfaith movement, the 
mayor's office, and major media 
outlets.  We are so proud to be at 
the forefront of this critical issue 
of local, regional, and 
(inter)national urgency.        

The theme of this report reflects 
the new tagline for the Center, 
“Dare to Understand,” which 
encapsulates so much of what 
makes our work unique. It 
conveys a sense of the courage 

required to participate and engage in interfaith work, the fear of the religious “other” felt by so many, 
and the need to overcome such fears. It challenges us to be bold in learning about one another, to dare 
to listen for the crying needs of our time, and to work together to contribute to  the good of our region. 
Not only is our tagline a call for a deeper understanding of the religious “other,” it is also an invitation to 
continued discovery within one's own self, heritage, and unique perspective.   

Our continued success – especially in light of this year’s economic downturn -- is a testament to the gifts 
and dedication of our Board, staff, interns, community partners, and our donors. We look forward to 
another year carrying out our vision of contribution to and celebration of the rich history of religious 
pluralism in Philadelphia, and we thank you most sincerely for your willingness to dare to understand 
your neighbors.   

In gratitude,  
 
Abby Stamelman Hocky 
Executive Director 

A note on our new tagline:  Dare to Understand.    

One of the many rich experiences that we were blessed with at the 
Center last year was the completion of a comprehensive 
Development and Direct Marketing Assessment.   

This capacity-building effort, made possible by the generosity of 
Philadelphia Foundation, engaged a cohort of diverse stakeholders to 
gauge their reactions to the work of the Interfaith Center and to seek 
their insights as to what we could be doing better – with particular 
attention to marketing and emphasizing the urgency of our mission 
message.  We learned a great deal from this process.  

Our staff and Board of Directors went right to work and the result, 
Dare to Understand, is both a statement of fact and a call to action.  
Take a look on the following pages to see the various ways in which 
we, and you, our most loyal friends and supporters, dared to 
understand in 2010.     

 



 

 
 
 
 

“Walking the Walk changed my life!  Before this experience, I 
respected my heritage and faith – but now I embrace them as “my 

own.”  This has helped me to challenge stereotypes and navigate 
some serious challenges in my life.” 

 
Halima,  

Walking the Walk Alumna 

 

Youth Development, Service Learning and Leadership  
 
The Interfaith Center continues to innovate sophisticated 
interfaith programming designed for young people at the high 
school level.  This year, our signature “Walking the Walk” 
initiative engaged more youth than ever before – 91 in all, a 
400% increase from its inception just five years ago.  This 
continued annual growth is a testament not only to the quality 
of programming being offered, but also to the incredible work 
of many volunteers, community partners, and network Group 
Leaders. Highlights from this and other Interfaith Center youth 
programs, including the annual Youth  Day of Service and 
Alternative Spring Break follow below.    

 

  

Dare to understand  
THE CAPACITY OF YOUNG PEOPLE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.     



 

WALKING THE WALK  

Walking the Walk is a nationally recognized youth service-learning program that is specifically designed 
for high-school students.   Participants come from local schools, congregations, and communities and 
gather together 13 times annually for interfaith engagement, service learning and community building. 
Over the years, ICGP has proven itself a leader and innovator in the arena of interfaith youth work, both 
on a regional and national scale, through this program.  Last year, Walking the Walk was more expansive 
than ever before, bringing together 91 young people and five networks across diverse faith traditions 
and socio-economic backgrounds.  Together, these young people and their mentors contributed more 
than 2,200 hours of service to the community.     

FOURTH ANNUAL DAY OF SERVICE  

Each year, the Interfaith Center gathers Walking the Walk participants, Board members, and a host of 
other volunteers for a Day of Service in honor of Earth Day.  This year’s event was our largest ever, 
attracting 175 participants representing 25 faith communities to come together for a clean-up of Cobbs 
Creek Environmental Center.  The event was structured to include environmental action, interfaith 
conversations, arts and workshops, and a closing ceremony.   

ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK   

In 2006, the Interfaith Center began hosting Alternative Spring Break programs at the special request of 
external groups.  Stemming from this initial success, the Center now offers the program annually, 
hosting a week long immersion program for students that combines interfaith learning with visits to 
multiple faith communities along with intensive community service projects.  In 2010, we were pleased 
to host students from North Carolina State University, the University of Maryland, and Blair Academy. 

This year alone, Walking the Walkers contributed more than  

2,200 hours of service to the community.  



 

Adult Learning and Leadership  

While we cannot control religious conflict on a 
global scale, we can – and must -- address it in 
tangible, realizable ways right here in our home 
community.  Our programs provide both personal 
enrichment and practical approaches for living and 
working in increasingly diverse settings.  Below is a 
snapshot of our work this past year in Adult 
Learning and Leadership.    
 

ENCOUNTERING OTHER FAITHS  

Encountering Other Faiths, our signature Adult Learning and Leadership initiative, continues to flourish 
as an interactive education and dialogue series designed to break down stereotypes and explore 
challenging interfaith issues.  In addition to interactive multi-session workshops, we also offer facilitator 
training, single faith immersion, workplace diversity, and interfaith dialogue as part of this program area. 
Last year, 1,765 participants took part in Encountering Other Faiths programs. 

GATEWAY TO RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 

We were proud to launch our first fully public program in 
January 2010 called Gateway to Religious Communities.  
From our experience, we know that it can be difficult for 
individuals to simply walk into an unfamiliar sacred space 
without a specific invitation.  Yet such exposure is  critical 
to deepening one’s understanding of a new faith tradition.  
Our new program is designed specifically with this reality 
in mind and aims to help curious individuals cross the 
threshold.  In the first six months, more than 345 
participants have taken advantage of this extraordinary 
opportunity to visit six religious communities.   

RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY IN THE WORKPLACE  

Increasingly, the Center receives requests from local companies, universities and civic organizations to 
assist them in training around issues of religious diversity and sensitivity.  This past year, we adapted our 
adult programming for a professional context, hosting our first-ever workshops on “Religious Diversity in 
the Workplace” for more than 300 employees of PECO-Exelon and 75 students, faculty and 
administrators at Villanova University.  

Dare to understand  
THE ENRICHMENT THAT COMES FROM CROSSING THE “GATEWAY” INTO A NEW COMMUNITY AND EXPERIENCE.     

In its first six months, Gateway to Religious Communities offered monthly open houses in Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, 
Baha’i and Lenape Nation communities, engaging a total of 345 participants. These initial events succeeded beyond expectation, 
both in terms of the numbers of attendees and the emotional impact on participants.   One participant put it best in saying “We 
learn so much from these encounters; we NEED people throughout our region to take advantage of this incredible opportunity.” 



 

Religious Leaders Council of  

Greater Philadelphia 
 
Founded in the spring of 2006, the Religious 
Leaders Council of Greater Philadelphia is 
dedicated to building relationships of mutual 
support, serving as a moral and spiritual voice in 
the region, and identifying issues of critical 
concerns for dialogue and action.  This past year 
marked the fourth anniversary of the Council, with 
26 official members/faith communities -- 
collectively representing two million people. 
 
As a neutral “home,” the Interfaith Center facilitates communication and cooperation among the 
Council’s member religious communities; coordinates Zones of Peace and other work of the Religious 
Leaders Council, and maintains the fiscal, program, and policy records of the Council. 
 

ZONES OF PEACE INITIATIVE 
 
Zones of Peace is the Religious Leaders Council’s first major coordinated effort to address the epidemic 
of violence in our culture.  It was piloted this year with over a dozen leaders from Catholic, Protestant, 
Jewish and Muslim faith communities. The initiative aimed to help congregations commit themselves to 
activities that curb violence and promote peace.   
 
By the end of its pilot year, this initiative achieved some great traction, engaging more than a dozen 
congregations and schools, implementing projects addressing the root causes of violence in their 
respective neighborhoods, homes and schools.  These pilot organizations have also built relationships 
with community partners such as Heeding God's Call, Mothers in Charge and the Amachi Mentoring 
Program.  This early success prompted the Religious Leaders Council to imagine an even wider impact 
through a regional roll-out of this initiative. 

Dare to understand  

THE IMPACT THAT 2 MILLION PEOPLE OF FAITH 
COULD HAVE IN STOPPING VIOLENCE IN 

PHILADELPHIA AND BEYOND.  
The Zones of Peace pilot Initiative engaged more than a 
dozen schools and congregations in creating grassroots 
solutions to all forms of violence.  Already, it has served 

as encouragement for communities to take the next step 
with existing programs and partnerships or as inspiration 
to prioritize an action they’ve intended to take for a while 

… in order to become part of something” bigger than 
themselves” to turn the tides of violence.”  
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Foundations and Corporations 

 
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church Outreach Council 
Connelly Foundation  
Douty Foundation 
Hassel Foundation 
Medical Mission Sisters 
Philadelphia Foundation 
Samuel S. Fels Fund 
State Farm Insurance 
YOUTHadelphia of the Philadelphia Foundation 
 

Individual Donors  

 
CHAMPION ($10,000 and above) 
 
Jeffrey L. Abrams and Margaret A. Barry 
Anonymous  
Rabbi Carol and Jon Harris-Shapiro 
Lisa and Gie Liem 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PARTNER ($5,000-$10,000) 
 
Elenita Milbank Drumwright 
Charles Kahn  
 
COMMUNITY BUILDER ($2,500-$5,000) 
 
Steven and Laurie Rosard 
Thomas and Cynthia Stewart 
 
COLLABORATOR ($1,000-$2,500) 
 
Gia Agnihotri 
Anonymous 
Carol Avins and Rayman Solomon 
Paul and Joan Bergsteinsson 
Jeanne and Michael DiMonte 
Reverend Richard Fernandez and Happy Fernandez 
Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer 
Ruth Laibson and Peter Laibson, M.D. 
Imam Muhammad Abdur-Razzaq Miller and Rabia Miller 
Abby Stamelman Hocky and Eric Hocky 
Reverend Judith Sullivan and Gilbert A. Rosenthal 
Julie D. Williams 
 
FRIEND ($500-$1,000) 
 
John and Barbara Ball 
Eve Bogle 
Reverend Nicole and Jeremy Diroff 
Gity Etemad, M.D. and Bijan Etemad, M.D. 
Ann and Richard Flannery 
Wanda E. Flowers 
Sonia L. Gilbert 
Joel Goldberg 
Wright Hayre Fund 
Gail Danckert and Eliot Larson 
Philip Lindy 
Imam Anwar Muhaimin 
Lawrence M. and Sally Silverman 
Juliet Spitzer and Philip Wachs 
Rabbi David Straus and Lynne Breslau 
Reverend Susan Teegen-Case and Robert Case 
Reverend Marilyn P. Turner 
Ilene Wasserman and Mark Taylor

 

Dare to understand 

THE POWER OF PHILANTHROPY 

 



 

SUPPORTOR (Up to $500 ) 
 
Rabbi Howard Avrum Addison and      

Barbara Eve Breitman 
Mohammad and Zainzhi Al Sayyad 
Dale Ann and Lee Applebaum 
Mohammad Zerafati Jahromi and 

Mitra Assadi Khansari 
A. Nejat Aydin 
Sally Baraka 
Irl Barg and Janet Walkow 
Shelly and Elliot Barnathan 
Nancy Baron-Baer and Stephen Baer 
Deena Bartley 
Fred Baurer and Sharon Pollak 
Carroll W. Baylson 
Joel Beaver 
William and Debbie Becker 
Susan Beetle 
Gisha Berkowitz 
Barbra Berley-Mellits and Bart Mellits 
Beth Berman 
Rabbi Marjorie Berman  
Gilberto Bosque and Debbie Cesario 
Marcia Bronstein 
Geneva Butz 
Marcia and Barry Caplan 
Monsignor Michael J. Carroll 
Anne Chanen 
Sr. Mary Elizabeth Clark, SSJ 
Drs. Cathleen and David Cohen 
Joseph and Leslie Cohen 
Leigh Cohen 
Rennie and Cy Cohen 
Sr. Gloria Coleman, SHCJ 
Michael J. Conaboy 
Rabbi Meryl Crean  
William H. Cullinan 
John D'Amico and Keith Rand 
Nancy DeLucia 
Stanley C. and Beverly Diamond 
Robert Dockhorn 
Philadelphia Council AFL-CIO 
Zeina El-Halabi 
Rabbi Nancy Epstein 
Martin and Sondra Epstein 
William and Stephanie Epstein 
Beata and Richard Fernandez 
Arlene Fickler 
Ricki and Steven Fisher 
Helen and Michael Fleisher 
Paula Freilich 
Rabbi Dayle A. Friedman 
Theodore Friend, PH.D. 
Rabbi Albert Gabbai 
John and Marybeth Gallagher 
Mark Gallant and Nancy Ash 
Reverend Jesse B. Garner, III 
Lynne Glasser & Dr. Stephen Glasser  
Susan Gordon & Dr. Harold Gordon 
Reverend Charlotte Gosselink 

Rabbi Lauren Grabelle Herrmann 
Marcy Gringlas and Joel Greenberg 
Nancy and Victor Haas 
Jonathan Harmon and Martha Lask 
John Harris and Randi Siegel Harris 
Reverend Sherri Hausser 
Rabbi Richard Hirsh and Barbara Hirsh 
Fay and Joseph Hocky 
Dr. Jane Isaacs Lowe and Edward 

Speedling 
Rabbi Alan Iser and Sharon Liebhaber 
Phyllis Sterling Jacobs and Marc 
Jacobs 
Gay Johnson 
Ginny and Len Karabell 
Anna Mae Kattner 
Amy and Joseph Katz 
Kay and Marvin Keenze 
Darryl Kezell  
Marge and Ed Kennedy 
Bernice and Jerome Kligerman 
Autumn Marie and Dave Konopka 
Ellen Sweet and Ari Korpivaara 
Isador and Myra Kranzel 
Sr. Judith Kreipe, IHM 
Joyce and Bud Kutler 
Judah Labovitz 
Rabbi Alan LaPayover 
Anonymous 
Rachel Lawton 
Brenda Lazin and Mark Klempner 
Rabbi Jay Leberman 
Linda Lemmon 
Dr. Julie Meranze Levitt and Dr. Jerry    

Levitt 
Solomon and Judy Levy 
Ruth and Andrew Levy 
Rabbi Mordechi Liebling  
Roderick MacNeil 
Rabbi Jill L. Maderer 
Andrea and Jay Malamut  
Richard and Sandra I. Malkin 
Laura Marder and Ron Ehrman 
Dorothy and Robert McCabe 
Margaret and Sam McKee 
Missy McQuiston  
The Reverend Judith Meckling 
Ashvinder Kaur Mehta 
Nancy Miller 
Ilene and Steven Miller 
Linda and Martin Millison 
Paul and Hilda Minkoff 
Ibrahim Muhaimin 
Kenneth and Susan Myers 
Louisa and Stephen Mygatt 
Neysa Nevins 
Dr. Adina Newberg 
Freema Nichols 
Joyce and Dr, Carl Norden 
Susan and Howard Novick 
Frank Osbourne 

Susan M. and Samuel Pierce 
Isabel Pincus 
Thelma Pinkney 
Iman Qawiyy 
John and Bonnie Raines 
Thomas Ramsey 
Sr. Florence Rice, SHCJ 
Sr. Rosemary Ritchie, SHCJ 
Mary R. Roberts, PH.D. 
Shelley and Kenneth Rosenberg 
Linda Roth 
Rabbi Sandra M. Rubenstein 
Lawrence and Judith Rubin 
Arden and Ira Saligman 
Susan Scharf 
Marjorie Scharf and Don Kligerman 
Lisa and Gary Schildhorn 
Dr. Karen Scoles and Dr. Kevin Scoles 
Buck Scott 
Stephen S. and Carolyn Seeling 
James Shanahan and Elizabeth Weiler 
Sandra Sherr and Michael Sack 
M. Melvin and Rhoda Shralow 
Penny and Labe Shuman 
Murray H. Shusterman 
Lillian Sigal 
Eugene Silver and Lynne Bloom 
Morton J. Simon 
Leah Siskin 
Melissa and Frances Slauson 
Gary Sokol 
Miriam Spector 
Rabbi Reena Spicehandler 
Rosalind Spigel 
Hon. Laurence and Louise Stamelman 
Andrew and Robin Stamelman 
Rabbi George Stern & Deborah Stern 
Rabbi Ira Stone 
Tanya Sweet and Jonathan Witte 
Deborah & Thomas Swirsky-Sacchetti 
Rabbi Robert Tabak and Ruth Loew 
Rabbi David and Betsy Teutsch 
Phillip Thomas and Reny George 
Barbara and David Tilley 
Linda and Frank Toia 
Barry and Linda Ungar 
Alvin Victor  
Anin and Margaret Wahrman 
Christina Ager & Rabbi Deborah Waxman 
Jack A. Weaver 
Michelle Weisberg 
Cyd and Jay Weissman 
Jay and Lois Wertheimer 
Mitchell and Laura Wienick 
Courtenay and Tom Willcox 
Wendell W. Young, III 
Violet Zeitlin  
Hon. Gary Gilman & Deborah Zelitch 
Marc and Karen Zucker 



 

Board of Directors 
 

Executive Committee  
 

Sr. Gloria Coleman, S.H.C.J., Chair 
Imam Muhammad Abdur-Razzaq Miller, 
Treasurer 
Lawrence M. Silverman, Esq., Of Counsel 
Zeina El-Halabi, Secretary 
Wanda E. Flowers 
Reverend Sherri Hausser 
Reverend Susan Teegen-Case 
Philip Thomas  
Rabbi Carol Harris-Shapiro 
Abby Stamelman Hocky, Executive Director 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directors  
 

Jeffrey Abrams 
Constance Carter, Ph.D.  
Shelley DePaul 
Gity Etemad, M.D.  
Reverend Richard R. Fernandez  
Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer  
Reverend Jesse B. Garner  
Reverend William C. Gipson  
Luqman Abdul-Haqq (Kenny Gamble) 
Reverend Carolyn V. Jordan  
Chukri Khorchid  
Sr. Judith Kreipe, I.H.M. 
Ruth S. Laibson  
Lisa Liem  
Balbir Matharu  
Imam Anwar Muhaimin  
Reverend Father. Emmanuel Pratsinakis  
Reverend Charles W. Quann  
Rabbi Reena Spicehandler  
Thomas S. Stewart*    
Rabbi David Straus  
Reverend Judith Sullivan  
Reverend Marilyn Turner  
Jane West Walsh, Ed.D.  
Julie D. Williams  

 

 
 

 

 

Staff  
 

Abby Stamelman Hocky, Executive Director 
Marjorie Scharf, Director of Youth Learning and Leadership  
Sister Maria Hornung, MMS, Director of Adult Learning and Leadership  
Reverend Nicole Diroff, Director of Outreach and Innovations  
Rebecca Rivera, Office Manager   
 
 
 
*It is with great celebration of the life he shared that we honor Tom Stewart’s passing on August 25, 2010.  We will fondly 
remember Tom, whose son-in-law perished on September 11th, as a visionary who channeled personal tragedy into 
interfaith conviction.  He was truly the personification of “daring to understand.”   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia 
3723 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia PA 19104 
215-222-1012 / info@interfaithcenterpa.org  

www.interfaithcenterpa.org 

The Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia 
advances mutual trust, understanding and 
cooperation among faith communities, in order to 
work together for the common good of the region. 

The Center enables people of all faiths to share their 
deepest convictions, shape solutions to common 
problems, and live out their highest values and 
aspirations, through celebration, service, education, 
and action. 

 

 

 

http://www.interfaithcenterpa.org/

