181
llor 0%<'%

when it's over you throw up

love is like a
y .

]
- :

A Program of the Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia
3723 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104
215-222-1012 www.interfaithcenterpa.org




Walking the Walk Funders:
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Connelly Foundation

First United Methodist Church of Germantown
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Reverend William C. Gipson
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Dr. Cathleen Cohen
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The Hassel Foundation
Learn and Service America
S.H.C.J. Provincial Ministry Fund

Ashvinder Kaur Mehta

Imam Muhammad Abdur-Razzaq Miller
Imam Anwar Muhaimin

Reverend Fr. Emmanuel Pratsinakis
Reverend Charles W. Quann
Reverend John H. Rice

Lawrence Silverman

Rabbi Reena Spicehandler

Thomas Stewart

Rabbi David Straus

Reverend Susan Teegen-Case
Reverend Marilyn Turner
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Multi -Faith Educators Team:
Mohammad Aziz
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Other Facilitators:
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Meyenberg, Books through Bars
Lisa Santer, National Coalition Building Institute
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Other Walking the Walk Partners:

Gratz College, Service Learning Institute Religious leaders, liaisons and parents of
Interfaith Youth Core of Chicago WTW partnering congregations
Neighborhood Interfaith Movement (NIM) SEARCH Institute

The Philadelphia Cathedral

Dr. Cathleen Cohen, We the Poets of Arts & Spirituality Center
Rabbi Carol Harris-Shapiro, Interfaith Center Board Liaison to WTW
Volunteers Michael Kligerman, Colleen McCafferty and Rachael Washington
Rev. Susan Teegen-Case, Executive Director of A & S Center
Dr. llene Wasserman, Evaluation Consultant
Beth Margolis-Rupp, Gratz College

Interfaith Center Staff:

Abby Stamelman Hocky, Executive Director

Marjorie Scharf, Project Director

Sr. Maria Hornung, Coordinator of Interfaith Education

Rebecca Rivera, Office Manager

Rachael Packer, Intern, University of Pennsylvania School of
Social Policy and Practice



What is Walking the Walk: Values in Action ?

Walking the Walk: Values in Action is a year-long interfaith youth service learning program in
| which high school students of different religions and backgrounds meet to:

Deepen interfaith understanding and make friends

Learn and live shared values, such as: helping those in need, treating other with honor and dignity,
love your neighbor, hospitality and honoring yourself and your heritage

Volunteer at social service agencies

Reflect on experiences through the arts

Walking the Walk prepares today’s youth to be tomorrow leaders in a diverse world that requires
understanding, trust, teamwork and respect of others.

How Does Walking the Walk Work?

Groups of teens from churches, mosques and synagogues meet 12 times over the school year. Sessions
alternate between dialogue & reflection and community service. We learn about and discuss shared
values of each of our religions. We experience faith traditions through visits to each other’s
congregations, sharing traditional objects important to our religions and learning from each other and our

religious leaders and adult educators. We also learn and reflect together through dialogue and arts such
as collage, poetry and theater.

Yes, participants can
community service credit fo
their
schools.

receive
WTW at

“Imagine a world where young people from different r eligious backgrounds come together to create
understanding and respect by serving their communit ies. This is the world we are joining.”
Interfaith Youth Core, Chicago



The 2006-2007
Interfaith Youth Service Learning Groups

Philadelphia Group Partners:

Quba Institue of Arabic and Islamic Studies, West Philadelphia
Imam Anwar Muhaimin, Congregational Liaison Iman Qawiyy

Beth Am Israel, Penn Valley
Rabbi Michael Bernstein, Congregational Liaison Suzan Greenberg

White Rock Baptist Church, West Philadelphia
Rev. Steven Lawrence, Congregational Liaison Rev. Jay Gardner

West Catholic High School, West Philadelphia
Brother Leonard Rhodes, School Liaison

Al Agsa Islamic Society School, North Philadelphia
Principal Abdur Rahman, Congregational Liaison Bashira Abdussamad

Group Leader: Shakira Abdul-Ali
Community Service Site:  People’s Emergency Center, West Philadelphia

Suburban - West Group Partners:

Main Line Reform Temple , Wynnewood
Rabbi David Straus, Congregational Liaison Rabbi Ethan Franzel

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church , Bryn Mawr
Rev. Sherri Hausser, Dave Exley, Congregational Liaison

BAWA Fellowship , Philadelphia
Imam Muhammad Abdur-Razzaq Miller, Congregational Liaison Ayesha Weinberg

Archbishop John Carroll High School, Radnor
Monsignor Michael Matz, Congregational Liaison Ed Garbacz

Foundation for Islamic Education in Villanova
Dr. Mustafa Ahmed, Congregational Liaison Tariq Selim

Group Leader: Nicole Diroff
Community Service Site:  Books through Bars, Philadelphia



Northwest Philadelphia Group Partners (in collabora tion with Neighborhood Interfaith

Movement):

First United Methodist Church of Germantown
Rev. Michele Wright Bartlow, Congregational Liaison Rev. David Eckert

Masjid Muhammad
Imam Suetwedien Muhammad, Congregational Liaison Ibrahim Carroll

Masijidullah
Imam Abdul Halim Hassan, Congregational Liaison Abulkhafid Muhammad

Mt. Airy Church of God in Christ
Elder David Matthews

Mishkan Shalom
Rabbi Jeff Sultar
Congregational Liaison Stephanie Shell

Mount Zion Baptist Church
of Germantown
Rev. Robin Brooker-Smith

Germantown Jewish Centre
Rabbi Leonard Gordon

P’nai Or Religious Fellowship
Rabbi Marcia Prager

Group Leaders:
Marjorie Scharf, Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia
Anna Guarneri, Neighborhood Interfaith Movement
Community Service Site:  Stenton Family Manor, Philadelphia



Deepening Interfaith Understanding............

In pairs, students discuss meaningful objects
and symbols of their religious traditions and

then write poems about what the other shared.

The Box (Tzedakah)

Its glass reflects the

Charity it possess

While accents of blue and bronze
Portray it's beauty.

As it gains weight from goodwill, it also
Expresses a kindness that someone
Can give to someone else

--MR, age 16

The Bible

So simple

So small

Yet it commands the
emotions of many

Ink on a page

It changes, it incites many
It commands respect

It commands a people

It commands a life

How is it that something
So small

So simple

Can be so powerful?

--MT, age 16

The Qur'an

The red binding holds together
A deep tradition of Power.
Threads and imprinted gold
writing show the good

And beauty of the Love of Allah.
Teachings and wisdom pour
from it as Peace from a fountain.

--SJ, age 17



civeeer.......and Making Friends

A Shell

Itis a shell

It has different color and designs that move with the ocean
The warmth of sitting in a small child’s hand

As the tide never ceases to caress the beach

God’s love never ceases to wash over me daily

| am reminded of his love. --Anonymous

Her Hijab

A blanket of security

Thick enough to cover

Thin enough to let the air and
The light and the sounds in.
Yet it covers

And protects

Holds herself inside

A sacred light

For only

family to see

--AT, age 16

Prayer Rug

| am a prayer rug

So black and a beautiful blue.
An outline of high lemon yellow
So calming and true.

A large rectangle

made from cotton and thread.
So comfortable and soft

With peaceful thoughts

to fill my head.

--AS, age 15



Learning and Living Shared Values ......



............ Through Community Service



Reflecting on Our Experiences ..............

Running Shoes

Don't stop, keep going

Not to a rhythm of a beat

Just the sound of you feet

In touch with God. This place to

be running to the sound of your

feet. Your feet thumping to a steady
beat. 350 miles now. How much more
can you take?

--JJF, age 17

Honor and Dignity

A person who can treat another
like a gem found in the rubble

is a person who loves another.

A person who can make another
feel like they belong

is a person who loves to be loved.
A person who can open up

and share what lies inside

is a person who loves to discover
the heart.

A person who can honor and treat
others with dignity is a person who
deserves to be treated the same.

--Anonymous

Stretching to Make New Friends

Would | like them?

Would they like me?

Should I go up to one of them?

No, just sit with your friends, where you're
comfortable.

| should introduce myself, at least make one
new friend.

No, what if they are mean? How do you
know

If they will be friendly?

Stay with your friends.

| should make new friends.

No, your friends are fine.

| don't want to miss out on this opportunity.
You won’t miss out on anything.

Here they come. Hi.

Good, now walk away.

No. Yes. No. Yes. No. Yes. No.

You're a Muslim? | have always been
fascinated by your religion. Do you...?

--MT, age 17



et ttreiiiirieeneiiae e as Rrough the Arts

The Blanket

A blanket might be used to
tell a story.

Like a wrapper on an
eggroll or a burrito, holding
the ingredients together.
Cooperation.

Helping hands.

Love.

Warmth.

Really soft, really warm,
yet | am cold.

Safety.

Family and community are
a blanket.

Fighting over a blanket
with my cousins, mom or
aunt.

Remembering good times.
They were happy.

-- a group reflection
following making baby
blankets with mothers at
Stenton Family Manor

A Birthday Gift

My mom and Radio Shack bring me much joy.
The slender cold rectangle fits into the length of

my palm.

Plastic, Plexiglas and aluminum.

Shine in black and silver.

Light and cold, the spin wheel circles.
Rock music plays loud and clear.

-- Anonymous

CD

A square, rectangular, plastic CD

Filled with different sounds of music

The music flows like a river

When you put it in your CD player

With all different colors: red, black, blue
It can fit in your pocket

Different languages of English and Arabic
Something that | will never pass down!

--AW

The Havdallah Candle

A waxy texture

Not much odor

A gift from Jerusalem, used in
Jewish ritual practices.

Itis lit at the end of Shabbat.
The colors mean something.
Only the candle maker knows.

But why the braid?

It can’t be handed down; it will
eventually burn.

But the braid ties us together at
the end of Shabbat.

-- by NW Phila WTW Group



