
Alternative 
Spring 
Break

Service Learning 

Students volunteer at service 
sites, acting on the shared 

value of serving others. The 
experience integrates 

meaningful service with 
intentional learning, 

examining the complexity of 
societal ills. Community 
partners have included 
Project H.O.M.E. and 
Northwest Interfaith 
Hospitality Network.

Interfaith Engagement 

The program provides a warm 
environment for participants to 
explore diverse faith traditions. 
Students spend time attending 

and participating in prayer 
services, touring faith 

communities, and conversing 
with religious leaders.

Participants learn about other 
faiths while  strengthening their 

own religious identity. 

Community Building 

Participants strengthen their 
relationships with one another 

through touring the historic 
and diverse city of 

Philadelphia. Touring and 
exploration are also on the 
schedule. Past outings have 

included trips to Rittenhouse 
Square, Independence Hall, 

the Italian Market, Fairmount 
Park, and South Street. 

Reflection through 
the Arts

A critical component of 
the program is helping 

participants develop tools 
for integrating their 

experiences and express 
ingwhat those expereinces 

mean for them as young 
people living in a 

religiously diverse world.  
Creative reflection takes 
on many forms including 

art, poetry, and music. 

 

AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  SSpprriinngg  BBrreeaakk  
 

Alternative Spring Break offers college students the opportunity to immerse themselves in a week 
long interfaith service-learning program that allows the individual to become acquainted with 

religious communities in Philadelphia and be involved in intensive community service projects. 
Through these experiences, the students leave Philadelphia having gained greater sensitivity to an 

urban context, awareness of the integral link between values and service, and a deeper 
understanding of multiple religious traditions. Components of the program include service learning, 

interfaith engagement, reflection, and community building.  

           
          

         
        
        
         

  
  

  

  
  

  
 
 
 



Alternative 
Spring 
Break

Reflection through the 
Arts

          

AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  SSpprriinngg  BBrreeaakk                  
Poetry and Feedback from the students   

“Before I left on this trip 
I was getting ahead of 
myself and floating in 
my own self-centered 
world. When we came 

home I had been 
brought back to Earth, I 

felt humbled and 
realized the world is 
much, much, bigger 

than I am.” 

“…an immersion 
into human 

connection that 
goes beyond race, 
age, gender, and 

religion, to where 
we all have 

respect for a 
higher power, 

each other, and 
love.” 

“…a destined eye opening and 
rewarding experience to help 

confirm what I want and need to 
do in my life to contribute to 

society.” 

“Who am I? 
Perhaps, by discovering what I am not, 
I can uncover what I take for granted. 
What else have I looked at every day 

And not seen?” 

“A life learning 
experience 

college can’t 
teach you.” 

“reflective, 
challenging, and 

interesting.” 

“Before I left on this trip I was getting ahead of myself and 

floating in my own self centered world. When we came home I 

had been brought back to Earth. I felt humbled and realized the 

world is much, much, bigger than I am.” 


