For more information aboutla/king the Walkand
other Interfaith Center programs visit us at
www.interfaithcenterpa.orgr call (215) 222012

What is a world?
Could it be

the way you feel when you dream real big
the beating of their hearts
a mother with her little child
or wishes upon a star f
perhaps the laughter of the children |
or the gurgle of a brook

waves softly of a blue wide ocean )
or in places wedve ‘
or could it be that the big whole earth

is simply just a tree

one spread out for a thousand miles
too far for the eye to see

maybe the tree is our whole world
one organism all its own ’
weodre stildl conn>™
even as our numbers have grown. |

By Nadia E.
8th Grade
Phil adel phi a Bahadi
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Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia
Reflections on the 2010 Youth Day of Environmental Acti
Be a Good Ancestor

Today | make a difference S
Not yesterday, not tomorrow.
Today | help the earth.

" | planted a tree
{ | pulled a weed

I dug a hole

i Today. Not yesterday, not tomorrow

I make a difference by living in the moment

Not worrying about what | could have done

Or thinking ahead about ways to help in the future
I made a difference today

And | am glad.

By Aaron B.
10th Grade
Bdonai Aaron S

Save the Date: May 15, 2011
Get your gloves ready for the next

Day of Environmental Action!



Wh at does it

I'n honor of the 40th Anniversary of
Walking the Wallkprogram culminated their yedwng journey of community
service and interfaith dialogue by coordinating and participating in the 2010
AYout h Day of En \CobboCQreake Commaunity Emviton-o n . 0
mental Education Center in West Philadelphia welcomed over 175 eager
volunteers, equipped with shovels and enthusiasm, to contribute to a
nei ghbor hoodds (cleegettedens ang ddultvientaas| reptesent-
ing 25 distinct religious communities and traveling from all parts of the region,
shared the day restoring the natural beauty of their surroundings, replacing
weeds with native trees and wild flowers, and reflecting

on their labors together through drama, poetry writing,

sketching, journal making, and dialogue.

me a n t o

At the heart of every mud stain and bead of sweat lay a

vision of what this day meant, not merely in this single

shapshot of time, but rather as a legacy in the mékang

commit ment to fiBe a Good Ancestor. o
of the theme is inspiring, one can not imagine the full

impact of how our actions today will pave our legacy in

the years to come.

Just as we map our identities and actions from all those
who came before us, when the world looks to us, the

next generation of ancestors, to help navigate the seas
of global challenges, what maps will we have left?

When the generations
that have yet to come
peruse the history
books to read of our
accomplishments,
what do we want them
to see?

Embodied by the four w
Ancestoro and personi f
planted on that sunny spring day lies the
beauty of the students
swering these questions not in words, but

by Walking the Walk

Learn more about the Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia by
visiting us online or getting in touch with us:
www.interfaithcenterpa.org
(215) 2221012

OBe a

Good Ancestor o6?

Our nationés | eaders are also acut e
generation of youth. In a 2008 commencement address, Samantha Power,
renowned journalist, advisor to President Obama, and Executive Director of
the Carr Center for Human Rights

Policy at Harvard University stated:

ATwo or three or even four decades
from now, you will get to sit where
your parents are sitting today. On
issue after
issue,  your
kids will
know that you
were the first
generation to be educated about global challerges
global warming, nuclear proliferation, global disease
pandemics, terrorism, ete. and your kids will ask you,
6what did you do to meet th

The challenges of our incr e
fall on the shoulders of an increasingly diverse local
community. So how can a generation of young people

with such diverse faith traditions and beliefs be-
come tomorrowds good ancest
ter words in response than those from théValking

the Walkstudents themselves:

A believe a garden is to L
future generations. Much of our planning and planting
of gardens clearly has
future generations in mind!
We all want to pass on to
the next generation a better Earth than the one we
inherited, and this is why | am committed to this
pr oj ec t-Madniqué H.ylltld Grade, White
Rock Baptist Church

AToday we can all help preserve our
so that trees can grow and sustain humans and
animals all over the world. So let us all be good
ancestors, and let today be the beginning of our
journey to a cleaner,
-Emna B., 10th Grade, Villanova Foundation of
Islamic Education

healthier wor

Power, Samantha. Commencement Address. Fitz@emont College, Claremont. 17 May 2008.
<http://lwww.huffingtonpost.com/samantpawer/messagto-graduatese-a_b_103886.html>



