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Dear Friends,     June 2009 

The Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia celebrated its Fifth 
Anniversary in this year of an historic Presidential election.   There 
seems to be a readiness in our country to truly live into our ideals.   
There is a force for good that propels our faith communities as we 
strive for oneness and for wholeness.  The Interfaith Center is proud to 
be one of the new organizations arising to meet the needs of our times. 

Our strategic direction has resulted in the following major accomplishments: 

ü {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ άƭŀōέ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-cultural work for 
youth, adults and religious leaders, based on best practices and multi-disciplinary systems, 
service learning, youth development, adult learning, community organizing and diversity.  

ü Engaging over 55 youth from 18 congregations in over 1,000 hours of community service to 
clean parks, send books to prisoners and build bridges of understanding.  

ü Uniting religious leaders from 28 faith communities, representing more than 2.5 million 
citizens from our region to collaborate on efforts to heal the wounds of violence. 

ü Reaching nearly 1,000 adults in diverse communities who participated in interactive, in-depth 
learning and dialogue experiences. 

ü Strengthening collaborative leadership models by developing flexible ways to engage the 
diverse talents of staff and board members, and to address priority issues and concerns. 

ü Developing expertise in how to replicate our signature programs by consulting with outside 
volunteers in marketing, communications and business planning. 

ü Increasing visibility on the local and national scene through publications in interfaith journals, 
a New York Times feature article on our youth program and a quarterly newsletter, Sacred 
Seasons. 

The dynamism of the Interfaith Center is a tribute to the gifts and dedication of our Board, staff, 
interns and community partners.  We look forward to continued strength and vibrancy as we carry out 
our vision of contributing to the richness and welfare of this great city and region. 

In deep gratitude, 

Abby Stamelman Hocky  
Executive Director 

        

Cover Photo: West Philadelphia Walking the Walk 
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       Mission & Vision 
The mission of the Interfaith Center of Greater Philadelphia is to advance mutual trust, understanding and cooperation among 
faith communities in order to work together for the common good of the region. We hope to enable people of all faiths to share 
their deepest convictions, shape solutions to common problems, and live out their highest values and aspirations, through 
transformation, action, learning, and leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Our Programs 
The Center has developed several signature initiatives that have been field-tested and evaluated, with demonstrated impact 
in promoting interfaith understanding and action at the grassroots and leadership levels. 

Youth Development, Service and Leadership including Walking the Walk, a year-long service-learning program for high 
school students seeking interaction with peers from different religious traditions.  Dr. Eboo Patel, public radio commentator 
and founder of the Interfaith Youth Core in Chicago, has called Walking the Walk άǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƻǇƘƛǎǘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
program in the countryΦέ  Alternative Spring Break programs offer college and high school students a week-long interfaith 
service-learning immersion experience.  The Youth Leadership Program ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ΨŀƭǳƳƴƛΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇƻƴ 
their experiences and take on leadership roles in service projects, interfaith dialogue endeavors and the National Day of 
Youth Service, in which youth from across Philadelphia unite in direct service to their community. 

Interfaith Education, Dialogue and Leadership including Encountering Other Faiths, a workshop series designed to break 
Řƻǿƴ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ {ǊΦ aŀǊƛŀ IƻǊƴǳƴƎΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Ψ9ƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ hǘƘŜǊ 
CŀƛǘƘǎΩ όtŀǳƭƛǎǘ tǊŜǎǎΣ нллтύΦ  ¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ Women in Religious Leadership Initiative engages a rich diversity of women 
serving congregations and communities in order to strengthen spiritual connections, enhance understanding, share resources, 
and affirm their distinctive calls to action.  Leadership and Diversity Training is tailored to the needs of different 
constituencies.  Quest, an interfaith book group, meets monthly. 

The Religious Leaders Council of Greater Philadelphia was founded in 2006 and is coordinated by the Interfaith Center.  The 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƻŦ Ƴǳǘual support among the judicatory heads of major faith communities in the 
region, offer a moral and spiritual voice and take action on critical issues of concern.  This Council, the first of its kind in 
Philadelphia, is convened by Cardinal Justin Rigali (Archdiocese of Philadelphia), Imam Anwar Muhaimin (International 
Muslim Brotherhood, Inc.), Rabbi David Straus (VAAD: Board of Rabbis), and Bishop Claire Burkat (Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America).
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Walking the Walkers gather with Alternative 

Spring Break participants and share stories 

Volunteers at the Day of 

Service dig in 

άhǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΚ bƻΣ 

extraordinary. This is 

rare and beautifulς 

the sharing of values, 

understanding and 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ 

                 Transformation  
άOne day at school, I was walking through the cafeteria with my 
friend Emily. She spotted a penny and picked it up - it was 
ΨƘŜŀŘǎΩ ǳǇΧΦ ΨWŜǿΗΩ a voice called out. I looked up and my smile 

faded.    I flashed back to the 
Walking the     Walk meeting the 

weekend before. I 
remembered my Jewish 
friend from Main Line 
Reform Temple explaining     
how much it hurt her when 
her school went through a 
stage where anti-Semitic 

comments and many jokes 
about Jews were going around.   

I suddenly thought back to when 
Reverend Nicole, our Group Leader, read 

ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ōƻƻ tŀǘŜƭΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǇƭǳǊŀƭƛǎƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 
new friends needed was for people like me to ignore these anti-Semitic remarks. 
Eboo Patel, the founder of the interfaith youth movement, had a similar 
experience when he ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 9ōƻƻΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ΨǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǳǇΩ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǿŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŦŜƭǘ ƻōƭƛƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ Ǉŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ L ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ L 
was serious. As I looked him in the eyes, my only responsŜ ǿŀǎΣ Ψbƻǘ ŦǳƴƴȅΦΩ He cringed as with guilt and remorse. At least I felt glad 
that he was forced to rethink his actions.  Since that day, I feel that it is a matter of honor to defend myself and my frienŘǎΩ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 
identity.  For now and in the future, I will never be daunted by such situations; in fact, I look at them as potential opportunities to 
transform the dialogue.έ                

  ς Leena, 9
th

 Grade, Walking the Walk Participant                                   

                                           Action 

The volunteers poured in, the sun was shining, and 

everyone who participated in the day of service felt the 

energy. The 95 volunteers were composed of members 

from all types of communities and religious affiliations. 

They began the day by participating in a service project 

of their choice- the options ranged from clearing trash 

from a stream to planting a tree to removing invasive 

plants from the ground. No matter what each person did, 

there was a contagious feeling of celebration in the air! 

wǳƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŦŀƛǘƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ ¢ŜŀƳ- a group of 

religiously diverse teen leaders- the day offered many 

opportunities to get involved. Besides physically tilling 

the earth, each volunteer was granted the reward of 

reflecting upon their day during a myriad of workshops, 

which included everything from hip hop poetry to creating a collage. The willingness of all who 

attended to see the common threads between different religions, ages, economic statuses, races 

and genders was simply phenomenal. This sense of cooperation and acceptance allowed for a 

day of true beauty and understanding. And as an added bonus, the day was a great opportunity to make new friends! 

άL ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǎ 

much about my 

own faith as I 

did about 

ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩΦέ 


